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Hello everyone.

I had the pleasure of meeting a remarkable young
man recently who is part of the new wave of
filmmakers coming on the scene today.  His name is
Reynier Molenaar
http://www.reyniermolenaar.com/ and his short film
"Replay" has met with rave reviews and numerous
awards.  He showed me a copy of his film and I must
say I was very impressed.  His movie really clips along
and is a great crowd pleaser.  Filmed on a low budget
many stunts were cleverly enhanced via simple
editing.  The film was a very polished and professional
work.  What was more remarkable to me was his use
of the invisible digital enhancements that are normally
reserved for big budget films.  Subtle effects like
changing the insignia on a T shirt, motion
enhancement, green screen etc.  I never expected
these techniques to be used in a film like this and the
application was so seemless that it went right past me
like a good effect should. What I find very encouraging
about this new wave of filmmaking is that the artist of
today truly wears many hats and walks the walk so to
speak and does the work.  We've gone through a
period during the digital revolution of pleasing
creatives in power who had no idea or concern of the
difficulties involved in creating their frivolous whimsy. 
As a result the cost of films has skyrocketed over the
years as many filmmakers have fumbled about 
playing with all the digital toys to fix it in post without
regard of the cost considerations.  I think this new
breed of filmmaker will be far more careful and
thoughtful as they have a well rounded understanding
of the new processes.  As a result of our meeting
Reynier hooked up with Juniko Moody ,a CGI teacher
at Westwood college, who wanted him to give a
presentation to her class.  Reynier's talk was very well
recieved as the class ,being close to his age,  could
perhaps see themselves in him in the years to come.
Thanks Reynier!  Keep making great films.
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Bio

Cameraman, artist, and actor Mark Sawicki
began his career as a stop motion hobbyist in
Jackson, Michigan. His early work as a
teenager led Mark to enroll in the USC
Cinema program where he and his friends
struggled to break into the film business.
Fresh out of school Mark worked on his first
feature film "The Strangeness". Mark was co
producer, visual effects artist and actor. The
film is featured in the book "Nightmare USA"
by Steve Thrower. Working on this movie was
a terrific introduction into the field and
opened the door for Mark to work at Roger
Corman's New World Pictures where he
helped create effects for "Galaxy of Terror"
and "Saturday the 14th". After leaving
Corman Mark found ready employment as an
effects cameraman for CMI where he won a
Clio for his optical work. During this period
Mark also worked as a stop motion animator
and actor on several MTV rock videos. After
CMI Mark was invited by Bill Taylor ASC to
become the matte photographer for Illusion
Arts. While at Illusion Arts, Mark was exposed
to the time-honored tradition of latent image
matte painting effects and had the fabulous
opportunity of working under Albert Whitlock
in the last years before the great matte
painter's retirement. It was at IA that Mark
shared in the win of an Emmy certificate for
his contributions to the Star Trek television
series. During this period Mark was invited by
Kodak to be a trainer for their
groundbreaking Cineon digital film system. In
1996 Mark was offered the position of co
effects supervisor with Tim McHugh of Area
51 for Tom Hank's "From the Earth to the
Moon". After the series Mark became head
effects cameraman and colorist for Custom
Film Effects. Mark creates clay cartoon
figurines for the fine art market and has
taught at USC, UCLA Extension and the NYFA
Universal Studios Hollywood.
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